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lowered the poles. The Pope took one step from the sedia
to the white throne and turned to face the great church, where
the thousands of still white candles blazed in arcs, clusters,
and long glittering lines. Only on the high altar were the
candles alive and moving in a current of air. Motionless
behind the throne stood two officers of the Noble Guard, with
drawn swords carried at the salute.

A Cardinal advanced to the throne, accompanied by the
Master of Ceremonies and a Gonsistorial Advocate. The
Advocate, kneeling, addressed the Pope in Latin:

"Most Holy Father, the Most Reverend Cardinal here
present earnestly begs your Holiness to inscribe the Blessed
Andrea Bobola, John Leonardi, and Salvatore da Horta in
the catalogue of the saints of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to
ordain that they be venerated as Saints by all the Christian
faithful."

A secretary, standing on the steps of the throne, replied
that his Holiness was much edified by the virtues of the Blessed,
but, before making any decision, he exhorted all those present
to assist him in imploring the intercession of the Heavenly
Court. Whereupon the Cardinal and the Advocate withdrew
to their places.

The Pope then knelt at a faldstool, while two cantors
intoned the Litanies of the Saints, to which all the assembled
dignitaries made the responses.

The Cardinal and the Advocate approached the throne a
second time to make their request, and again the Pope ordered
prayer. An attendant took the Pope's mitre, and his Holiness,
his head covered with a white skull-cap, knelt at the faldstool
and prayed while the Miserere was sung. Still on his knees,
the Pope intoned the Veni Creator Spintus, and then, rising,
stood during the rest of the hymn. For a third time the
Postulants approached the throne with their request, and this
time the Pope replied that he would make the proclamation.

Wearing the mitre, and seated on the throne, the Pope
then read the solemn declaration and named the date of the
feast days of the new saints. The Te Deum was sung and the
ceremony of Canonisation was over. The Mass of Canonisa-
tion was now ready to begin.

The Pope had given permission for Mass to be celebrated in